The Bible texts of the service in English

Seksagesima 2

Isaiah 45

51 am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; | equip you, though you do not
know me,

6 that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; |
am the LORD, and there is no other.

7 1 form light and create darkness, | make well-being and create calamity, | am the LORD, who does
all these things.

8 "Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth open,
that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to sprout; | the LORD
have created it.

9"Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot among earthen pots! Does the clay say to
him who forms it, 'What are you making?' or "Your work has no handles'?

10Woe to him who says to a father, 'What are you begetting?' or to a woman, 'With what are you in
labor?™

11 Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and the one who formed him: "Ask me of things to
come; will you command me concerning my children and the work of my hands?

12 | made the earth and created man on it; it was my hands that stretched out the heavens, and |
commanded all their host.

1 Corinthians 1

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

19 For it is written, "l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will
thwart."

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world?

21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.

22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom,

23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles,

24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God.

25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

Mark 4

26 And he said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.

27 He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.

28 The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.

29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come."

30 And he said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it?
31 Itis like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds
on earth,

32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade."



