
The Bible texts of the service in English 

Isaiah 42 
1 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
    and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, 
    or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4     he will not falter or be discouraged 
till he establishes justice on earth. 
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
5 This is what God the LORD says— 
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 

 who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 
 who gives breath to its people, 
 and life to those who walk on it: 

6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 

 to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 to open eyes that are blind, 

 to free captives from prison 
 and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

8 “I am the LORD; that is my name! 
 I will not yield my glory to another 

    or my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have taken place, 

 and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being 

 I announce them to you.” 

Romans 13 
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your 
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day 
is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave 
decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not 
in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how 
to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

Luke 4 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, 
as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, 
he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

 because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
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    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the 
synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 
22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s 
son?” they asked. 
23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself!’ And you will tell me, 
‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’” 
24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were 
many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe 
famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the 
region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of 
them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 
28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the 
town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 
30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 


