
The Bible texts of the service in English 
Isaiah 58 
5 Is such the fast that I choose, 
    a day to humble oneself? 
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
    and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of injustice, 
    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
    the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9 Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
If you remove the yoke from among you, 
    the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
    and your gloom be like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you continually, 

 and satisfy your needs in parched places, 
    and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, 

 like a spring of water, 
 whose waters never fail. 

12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
    you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

 the restorer of streets to live in. 

1st John 4 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected 
among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 
18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” 
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have 
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who 
love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

Luke 16 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. 
20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with 
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what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and 
was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, 
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24 He called 
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are 
in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want 
to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then, father, I beg 
you to send him to my father’s house— 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will 
not also come into this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they 
should listen to them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will 
repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced 
even if someone rises from the dead.’” 


